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There's nothing unusual about a fifth-grade kid reading a
comic book that mentions condoms and pre-marital sex,
unless, of course, that comic is published by the government.
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Taiwan's first official sex education comic, "Gender
Express for Teenagers," was published by the Taoyuan County
government in early March, and it's said to have been a big
surprise for students.
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Secondary schools and colleges previously depicted sex
as a fearful monster, admonishing you against doing this and
going there, and rehashing the cliche of the tearful girl deep in
shame and regret for having lost her "purity" to her boyfriend.
‘This comic, on the other hand, promotes "safe sex," provides
girls with information about abortion, and reminds boys to
"wear a condom as long as your penis is out of your pants."
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"Gender Express for Teenagers" also includes realistic and
practical know-how for kids dealing with possible situations
such as sexual harassment on the bus and date rape. An
example: when on a date, bring a mousetrap along to prevent
your boyfriend from becoming overly passionate. Cartoon-
style exaggeration, but not a bad idea!

"EENMRIRE EPHBESER  BRNS:  HERER
1S FOMERBSHGRREURER AR « SREIZRIE | B
PEENEHBIRESE - REBIRBELAZEDIE - EREFERNE
& NBERE AR |

Josephine Ho, the comic's chief executive creator and a
well-known feminist, said that the 128-page book is not meant
to forward knowledge, but is for solving problems. "We want
our children to be brave enough to fight back if they are

invaded," said Ho. "They'll have that ability with courage and with each other's
cooperation."
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Probably even more significant, this comic is trying to bust myths surrounding
masculinity and femininity. The characters are not those so-called "good students"
but rather, as Ho says, "they haven't had all the energy sucked out of them by our
education system." Therefore, "lady-like" is not the adjective to apply to the school
beauty, and a boy who is interested in cosmetics and knitting is, of course, more
popular than a brute.
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Ho suggests teachers and students compare what they read in the comic to
their own lives, share opinions with each other, and even create their own story.

IEFE2HE TR LS/ &@{FﬁﬁEJBﬂﬁﬂé\Eﬁiﬁ CRBNRIRIMLER - DS
% EEBECHKENE - -

to admonish [od'man1f] &%

His mother admonished him again and again
to carry an umbrella but he didn't listen, so
now he has caught a bad cold. ;
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If he rehashes that boring story about his
operation one more time, I'm leaving!
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That movie's plot is such a cliche that everyone

can guess how it will end. ZZFER/
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He has the know-how to run every aspect of his
business without any help from anyone.
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Ifyou live your life honestly and lovingly, you
should have no regrets in your old age.
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Expressions
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Ellen quit the job several days ago, so please
forward this lettter to her new address.
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